Millennials Start Farming Just Minutes from Troy

aily commuters know the 175-acre Laughing Earth

Farm in Brunswick, just a 15 minute drive from

Troy, as the place with all the chickens strolling in
the fields near the road. What they may not know is that the
farm also raises pastured turkeys and pork as well as vegetables.
And that Zack and Annie Metzger, a new generation of
farmers, are now on the land.

Zack and Annie started their careers in farming with the
Farm Beginnings Program in central Illinois. There they
learned how to create budgets and business plans. Sounds more
like business school
than farming, but as
Zack and Annie can
attest, “When it came
to buying the farm,

everyone asked us for
a business plan. It was
absolutely essential.”
'The Metzgers’
leased their first farm
in central Illinois
where their custom-
ers were as far as an

hour and a half away.

“We live in a populated
area and we are really
happy to know that
this land will be here,
capable of producing

food forever.”

— Lack Metzger

When Zack and Annie were ready to buy their own farm,
their dream was to find a place where they could become an
integral part of a growing community. That’s when Annie
(who is originally from Schaghticoke) came to ASA. ASA in-
troduced them to Rich and Linda Bulson, owners of Home-
stead Farm on State Route 2 in Brunswick.

Rich and Linda had owned Homestead Farm for over 20
years, raising beef cows and running an organic vegetable
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) operation. As
the Bulsons approached retirement, they worried about what
would happen to the land when they retired. The farm’s prox-
imity to Albany, Rensselaer and Troy put the land at high risk
for residential development and, in fact, developers had been
knocking on their door for years.

'The Metzgers’ arrived just at the right time, working on the
tarm alongside the Bulsons for a year to make sure it was a good
fit. Then they leased the land from Rich and Linda, took over
the CSA, and also the Bulsons’space at the Troy Waterfront
Farmers Market. Annie described the process as “catching light-
ning in a bottle,” but in actual fact, she and Zack had done their
homework well and everything was going according to plan.

With the farm in the Metzger’s skillful hands, the Bulsons

- were ready to sell. One problem: there was no way Zack and

- Annie could afford it. T

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4




Ensuring a Future for
Farming and Forestry
in our Community

ASA exists to protect our community’s working land-
scape of farms and forests, connect people to the
land, and promote a vibrant future for agriculture

in the region. To date, we have assisted landowners
with the conservation of 17,000 acres of productive
land in Washington and Rensselaer counties.

ASA receives funding from its members and
supporters, which include the Peter and Carmine
Lucia Buck Foundation, the Castanea Founda-
tion and the New York Conservation Partnership
Program (funded by New York’s Environmental
Protection Fund and administered by the Land
Trust Alliance, in coordination with the state
Department of Environmental Conservation).
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Have you felt the magic?

ow many of us drive up on a regular basis from Albany, Troy,

New York City, or points further south and heave a sigh of relief

as we cross “the line” into Rensselaer and Washington counties?
Suddenly, the housing developments and strip malls fall away and the farms

begin to appear, as if by magic, on both sides of the road. That magical feeling

is what inspired John Proudfit to drive just a little further than the Catskills
when he was looking for a country home (see page 3) and what brought
Zack and Annie Metzger to the farm in Brunswick (see cover story).

2016 was a record year for farmland protection funding in New York
State. ASA was awarded enough money to conserve 1,900 acres on three
farms in Rensselaer County and three more in Washington County. That
means we will be closing in on a total of 20,000 acres of conserved working
lands by 2018! (And the end of the year may bring yet more good news.)
'These farms produce everything from milk, vegetables, beef, and pork to
buftalo, maple syrup, poultry and eggs.

None of this could have happened if you hadn’t shared our vision for
conserving farmland in this region. Many of you planted the seeds of our
success throughout the past quarter of a century by protecting your own
farmland, or donating the money to help others do the same.

Now we are beginning to reap the bounty from those seeds. (Sorry,
we can't seem to get away from these metaphors.)

Still, we have a ways to go. We cannot complete these state funded projects
without your help. The state money pays for a large portion of the project
costs. But your contributions are critical to fund our ongoing land protection
and stewardship programs and provide matching funds when required.

We literally can’t thank you enough for how far you've helped ASA
come, for “getting it”, and understanding what is at stake here. Not just
our beautiful landscapes but our farm economy, our rural communities
and our quality of life.

Have a wonderful holiday! And help us keep moving forward so
that we will always have local farms and farmland creating magic
for future generations.

— Teri Ptacek & Katherine Roome
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Protectidn Liasts lzonger
than a Lifetime*
it's Forever

Honoring a true environmentalist

ohn Proudfit spent his career fighting to protect the

environment. Monday through Friday, he worked in

one of the world’s largest cities as an Assistant Attorney
General for New York State, focusing on environmental law.
But it was on the weekends, when John drove four hours to his
farm in Eagleville, a little place in the middle of nowhere, that
John was actually able to enjoy the natural environment.

'The old sheep farm John purchased in 1969 was built in
the early 1800s. At one time a road ran through it, connect-
ing Eagleville to the mills in Shushan. John spent most of his
weekends caring for the 68-acre farm, mowing the hayfields,
weeding around the ponds and updating the old farmhouse. By
1971, John was working on a conservation plan for the farm
that called for adding native plant buffers, trees and managing
the wildlife population.

When John married Sally in 1976, she also fell in love with
their Eagleville home. She and John hiked, swam in the pond,
watched the wildlife and floated down the Batten Kill. “It re-
minds me of the English Countryside,” said Sally (who ought
to know since she is from England).

“John’s happiest times were at the farm,” Sally recently
recalled, “a red-tailed hawk would always follow him as he
cut the hay. The same one, year after year. Right before John

“I feel very, very pleased that we've done
this. John would be delighted. Since 1971
he had an interest in conserving this land,
and now it will be conserved forever.”

—Sally ‘Proudfir

W

passed in 2010, one of the last things he talked about was that
red-tailed hawk. He had hoped to take one last trip up to the
farm to see the hawk.” After all, John and the hawk had a lot in
common — especially their preferred choice of habitat.

Today the hay fields are leased to a local dairy farm and
wildlife flourishes in the mixed wetlands and forest. Sally
talked with friends about ways to carry on John's love of the
land. In July of this year, she donated a conservation easement
on the farm. The easement is John’s legacy. “I feel very, very
pleased that we've done this. John would be delighted. Since
1971 he had an interest in conserving this land, and now it will
be conserved forever.”

'The property is less than a mile from the Reiss Conserva-
tion Easement (conserved with ASA’s assistance), the Batten
Kill State Forest and Goose Egg State Forest. It is also located
within ASA’s Batten Kill Priority Area.
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Thus began a series of transactions to make the Metzger’s
dream come true. First, the Bulsons asked ASA about
conserving their land in return for a state grant. The Bulsons
could use that money to retire, and by “stripping away” the
right to ever build houses there, the value of the farm would
be reduced to a price that Zack and Annie could afford.
ASA oftered to help the Bulsons give up those development
rights by applying for a state farmland protection grant with
matching funds from Scenic Hudson Land Trust.

Funding was awarded in October 2014. However, it would
be a while before the money actually came from the state. So,
in the fall of 2015, Zack and Annie received a bridge loan

from Equity Trust to purchase the farm from Rich and Linda.

Equity Trust is also providing funds for ASA to hold a Pre-

Emptive Purchase Right. This gives ASA the right to purchase

the farm if it ever looks like it may be sold to a non-farmer.

“So many people
put themselves out
there for us and we
are truly grateful for
that. We feel we are

creating a community
where people value
food and farm
experiences.”

—Annie Metzger

Zack and Annie recently put in a state-inspected processing
facility so they can sell wholesale chickens and turkeys from the
tarm. Neighboring Brunswick Barbeque & Brew started buying
the Metzgers’ processed chickens on Day 1 and CSA members
began packing the pub for dinner. Not only do Zack and An-
nie’s chickens eat an organic diet, but the Metzgers are starting
to grow their own grain so that the chickens will also be eating

only extremely local food.
Other than a new name for the farm, changes have been

gradual and neighbors are happy that they can still see the

- Lemony

FrRoM ‘Bon cAppétit MaGAZINE

hicken Soup
1 whole chicken (approx. 3Ibs)

1 carrot

1 leek (white and green parts only)

Half a medium onion

4 quarts water

Salt & pepper to taste

2 eggs

6 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice

2/3 cup white rice

In a large pot simmer, chicken, carrot (cut into large pieces),
leek (halved), onion and water. Cook for about 45-60 minutes
until the chicken is cooked through. Transfer the chicken to a
plate and let it cool.

Remove the carrot, leek and onion and keep cooking the
broth over medium-high heat until the broth is reduced by half,
which should take another 30 minutes. Season with salt.

When the chicken is cool, shred the thigh and leg meat
and set aside. Save the breasts for another use.

In @ medium bowl, whisk eggs and fresh lemon juice until the
mixture looks kind of foamy. Now, here is skill time! You are going
to temper the mixture. What that means is that while you are
whisking constantly, add 1 cup hot chicken broth, starting with
just a couple of teaspoons at a time. If you pour too much hot
broth too quickly, you are going to end up with scrambled eggs.

Add 1 cup white rice to the broth sitting on the stove (not the
broth now incorporated with the egg) and make sure to stir so the
rice doesn't stick to the bottom of the pan. Cook for 5-10 min-
utes, then add the pulled chicken and cook for another

Welcome to the
Team, Dana!

ASA is pleased to announce
the hiring of Dana McClure
as Development Coordinator.
Dana will provide key
fundraising support to the
organization.

Dana, a Gansevoort resi-
dent, comes to ASA from The
Corporation of Yaddo, where
she served as Development
Associate for the past 11 years

! Dana Mc(lure

She brings with her a combina-
tion of data management, event
planning, research, reporting
and analytical skills.

Dana serves on the Board
at Dunham’s Bay Fish & Game
Club and most recently has
enjoyed volunteering her time
for an Odyssey of the Mind
tournament and Lansing-
burgh’s Vex Robotics compe-
tition. She has a MBA from
SUNY Empire State College.

Welcome, Dana!

Our Partnership
with Capital Roots
Benefits Local
Communities

and Farms

é..& "Eh?ir
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Over 7 Tons of Food

Gleaned this Season

During this past growing season
ASA helped our partners Comfort
Food Community, Capital Roots,
and the “Glean Team” bring more
than 15,000 pounds of farm products
to people in need as well as the larger
community of the Capital District.
We would like to thank The Alleged
Farm, Moses Farm, Windflower
Farm, Tiashoke Farms, Slack Hol-
low Farm, and the Sheldon Family
Farm Stand

for letting us AP '[ AL
collect excess

produce from :
the fields.
'This year the
Glean Team
had many

GROW « EDLICATE - FROVIDE

productive days picking chard, kale,
corn, potatoes, squash, greens, rad-
ishes, zucchini and beets.

Accessing Wholesale Markets
ASA and Capital Roots continue to
provide access to wholesale markets
for local farmers through a drop
off/pick up location at ASA’s office.
Capital Roots offers local products
via an online marketplace. When

an order is placed, farmers drop the
order off at ASA and Capital Roots
picks it up and gets it to the cus-
tomer. A partnership helping local
tarmers, one refrigeratorful at a time!

Make a Workplace Gift to ASA Through Earthshare!

ASA is a member of EarthShare
. New York, a statewide network of

EarthShNaGﬂ?D& the most respectgd envirgqmen—

tal and conservation charities

in New York and across the US. You can make a gift to ASA by

payroll contribution through EarthShare New York’s workplace

giving program offered by numerous private companies, as well

as the Combined Federal Campaign (select 27691 on your CFC

chickens on their commute to work. And Annie’s dream is be- 5 minutes. The chicken should be heated through and the rice

should be tender at this point.

It's whisking time again! Slowly pour in the tempered egg
mixture, once again starting with a few teaspoons at a time and
. then increasing to a steady stream. Whisk constantly.

Reduce heat to medium-low and keep cooking the soup for
about 5 more minutes, until it is slightly thickened and velvety.
Season with salt and pepper. Drizzle with oil.
www.bonappetit.com/story/lemony-chicken-soup

ing realized: “So many people put themselves out there for us
and we are truly grateful for that. We feel we are creating a com-
munity where people value food and farm experiences.”
Funding for this project was provided by the New York State Envi-
ronmental Protection Fund administered by the Department of Agri-
culture and Markets, Scenic Hudson Land Trust and Equity Trust.

pledge form) and many state and municipal government organiza-
tions, including the New York State Employees Federated Appeal
(select 999-00648 on your SEFA pledge form).

To find out more about how you and your workplace can support
ASA through an EarthShare New York’s charitable giving cam-
paign, please call Katie at ASA. You can also visit EarthShare New
York's website at earthshareny.org. Many thanks to everyone who
has made a gift to ASA through EarthShare New York this year!

Mesmibar of
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Recent

hen the songbirds sing, we
come running. At sunrise,
wildlife ecologist Steve San-

tord took a group of people for a walk
on the conserved White Oak Farm in
Buskirk. The early birds (pun intended)
were serenaded by over 50 species of
birds that morning. From Great Blue
Herons to Ruby-throated Humming-
birds and Bobolinks, Steve helped
participants identify birds by sight and
sound. Thank you Steve for sharing your
knowledge and Connie Kheel for invit-
ing us to walk on your beautiful property.
With a little help from special guests,
reality TV stars Brent Ridge and Josh
Purcell (known to most people as the
Beekman Boys) and the Chefs’ Con-
sortium, the Forever Farmland Sup-
per sold out in less than one week. The
325 people who attended the event at
the conserved Hand Melon Farm were
treated to a dinner of locally sourced
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food prepared by the Chefs’ Consortium.
The cocktail hour featured local beer,
wine and cider (donated by Brown’s

Brewing Company, Victory View Vine-
yard, Slyboro Cider and Saratoga Apple)
served with a spread of local cheeses,
preserves and Beekman 1802 Bruschetta.
'The Beekman Boys signed their Heir-
loom Cookbook and generously donated
a portion of the proceeds to ASA. The
main course featured produce from 12
local farms, including Argyle Cheese
Farmer, Battenkill Valley Creamery,

'The Berry Patch, Birch Hollow Farm,
Gardenworks, Hand Melon Farm,
Moses Farm, Pleasant Valley Farm, St.

The Beekman Boys at the

Forever Farmiand Supper
at Hand Melon Farm

Croix Farm, Three Corner Field Farm,
Tiashoke Farms and Tilldale Farm.
Many thanks to the Chefs’ Consor-
tium and an extra special thank you to
Chef Michael Lapi, who camped out
at the Hand Melon Farm so he could
start roasting the pig at 4:00 am! The
Beekman Boys made us all laugh with
stories about their first farming experi-
ences and the role that community and
partnerships have played in their success.
Auctioneer Kyle McPhail helped raise
additional funds auctioning off a Mau-
rice Sendak lithograph, farm-to-table

dinners, a Saratoga Racetrack back-
stretch tour and a local beverage tour.
'Thank you to everyone who donated
items and to the lucky folks who took
them home.

Congratulations to all of the 2016
Game of Logging chainsaw safety
training participants. ASA partnered
with the Washington County Soil and
Water Conservation District to offer
all four training levels over the last two
weekends in October. The first weekend
featured brutal wet and cold conditions,
but everyone persevered and returned
for levels 3 and 4 the following week-
end. An anonymous donor allowed us

Gan]e_of Logging': =x.
o SRhe = e,

to award scholarships to 7 participants.
Thanks to John and Eva Moore at

St. Croix Farm and Brian Ziehm at
Tiashoke Farm for the program. Once
again, Dave Birdsall from Northeast
Woodland Training did an outstanding
job teaching all four levels.

Other events that took place through-

out the spring and summer included
Farms, Food and Photography Camp
in collaboration with The Arts Center
for the Capital Region, a tour of the
Berle Farm in Hoosic for a group of
young farmers, a Can to Preserve the
Land workshop at RPI for the Vashuda
Program students, and visits to Ensign
Brook Farm, Northern Spy Farm as well
as the conserved Stone Meadow and
R’Eisen Shine Farms for Farm Pho-
tography for Kids. We spent Healthy
Kids Day at the Troy Family YMCA
with a kiddie pool filled with chicks and
ducklings and then brought the chicks
and ducklings to the Glens Falls Farm
& Food Festival the following week.

Farm Photography for Kids

The first lecture in the Global Issues:
Local Solutions workshop series was
GMO’s: Distinguishing Fact from
Fiction. Dr. Margaret Smith, a plant
breeder from Cornell University, ex-
plained the science behind genetically
modified organisms and framed the con-
troversy and concerns surrounding this
technology. Thank you to Gardenworks
Farm for hosting this first of a series of
four lectures sponsored by ASA, Cornell
Cooperative Extension and SUNY Ad-
irondack. (See information about future
lectures in this series, at right.)

Birding walk at White Oak Farm

Thank you to everyone who opened
their doors and allowed us to visit
their farms. Thanks also to those who
attended these events connected to
the land we are working to protect.

Upcoming
Programs

Below, three lectures remaining from the four-part
series on the regional farm and food system.

December 1

7:00 p.m.—Hubbard Hall,
Love Joy Building, Cambridge

The New Bread Basket

Amy Halloran, author of The New Bread Basket
will discuss how bread is building a community
as a new band of farmers work to reinvent local
grain systems.

January 26

7:00 p.m.—SUNY Adirondack,
Queensbury

Climate Change
and Agriculture

Dr. Michael Hoffman, executive director of the
Cornell Institute for Climate Smart Solutions will
talk about the extensive evidence of an increasingly
erratic climate and how this affects local, national
and worldwide agriculture.

March 14

7 p.m.—Brown’s Brewing Company,
Walloomsac Tap Room, Hoosick Falls

The Renaissance of Hops
and Farmstead Brewing

Laura Ten Eyck along with several local
brewers will describe how the runaway craft
beer market’s convergence with the ever-
expanding local foods movement is helping
to spur a local-hops renaissance.

Call 518-743-2238 or register online
at www.sunyacc.edu/continuinged

Sponsored by: ASA, Cornell Cooperative
Extension and SUNY Adirondack.

"Miany thanks to the follow ng businesses

that helped make these programs possible:.

Salem Farm Supply, McCarthy Charities, Currin Compliance Services, Inc., Stewarts
Shops, TCT Federal Credit Union, Farm Credit East, Nolan CPA Services, Brown’s Brewing

Company, Cambridge Valley Machining, Victory View Vineyard, Kelly + Sellar Ryan, PLLC,
Attorneys at Law, Wiley Bros., Inc., Price Choppers Golub Foundation, Cambridge Village
Market, Archdale Agricultural Products, CaroVail, Booths Blend Compost, Granville
Veterinary Service Large Animal, Schutze Family Dentistry, P.C.
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ever there was a good year to
If break records, it was the 15th

Anniversary of Landscapes
for Landsake Art Sale & Exhibition.
Curated for the second year in a row
by volunteers John and Gigi Begin, the
event broke every record.

John and Gigi’s “aim big” mental-
ity proved to be a smashing success.
Working with the jury, they selected 55
artists (the most ever!) to participate in
the show and a record 530 pieces of art.
John and Gigi strived to keep the look
of the show clean and elegant while
incorporating as many pieces as possible.
All told, 173 works were sold totaling
$94,000 in art sales. John and Gigi spent
countless hours preparing for the show —
and for that we are truly grateful.

'This year’s featured art, September
Barn, was painted by Tom Kerr. Life in
rural Washington County and the sur-
rounding area continues to be a source of
inspiration for Tom. “I admire the grace
and purpose of old barns in the land-
scape. For years I have admired the fields
with their ever-changing geometry of
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patterns and colors. How man puts his
fingerprint on the land has always been
something I have enjoyed watching and
wanted to capture,” he said.

We are grateful to host Larry Sconzo
of Maple Ridge, who generously opens
his beautiful property each year for
the Art Sale & Exhibition. It is the
perfect setting for our most important
fundraiser. For all 15 years, art hanging,
lighting and technical expertise have
been managed by Jim Schanz whose
knowledge has been priceless. Dave
Horn and Liz Gordon were also recog-
nized for their involvement over the past
15 years. Many thanks to the artists and
volunteers who helped make this event
possible and everyone who supported
the event by purchasing art.

'Thank you!

Artists: Sabina Alcorn, Deborah Bayly,
Gigi Begin, John Begin, Marilyn Cavallari,
Matthew Chinian, Eden Compton Clay, Rita
DiCaprio, Kathleen Domenicucci, Joan

Duff Bohrer, Alexandra Eckhardt, Stella
Ehrich, Judith Ellers, Ann Fitzgibbons, Jerry

Freedner, Diane Guendel, Margaret Horn,
Carolyn Justice, Tom Kerr, Clarence King,
Rose Klebes, Karen Koziol, Heather Kranz,
Erik Laffer, Carol Law Conklin, Matthew Ler-
man, Elana Mark, Dona Ann McAdams, Leah
McCloskey, Virginia McNeice, Robert Moylan,
Clifford Oliver, Harry Orlyk, Leslie Parke, Les-
lie Peck, Christopher Pierce, Martha Raleigh
Winsten, Melissa Schlobohm, Laura Shore,
Lori Simon, Robert Skinner, Seline Skoug,
Rebecca Sparks, Barbara Sussman, Anne
Sutherland, Marguerite Takvorian-Holmes,
Janine Thomas, Shira Toren, Mark Tougias,
George Van Hook, Frank Vurraro, Takeyce
Walter, Susan Whiting, Regina Wickham

Title Sponsors: Salem Farm Supply,
Saratoga Casino and Raceway

Lead Sponsors: Breanna Lundy at Ed-
ward Jones Financial, Capital Tractor, Inc.,
Charles R. Wood Foundation, The Fort Miller
Group, Golde Engineering, P.C., Odd Duck
Farm, Owl Pen Books

Additional Sponsors: Betterbee, Brown’s

Brewing Company, Currin Compliance Ser-
vices, Inc., Farm Credit East, Kelly + Sellar
Ryan, PLLC, Attorneys at Law, Stewart’s
Shops, TCT Federal Credit Union, Battenkill
Veterinary, PC, Caffry + Flower, Attorneys at
Law, Cambridge Village Market, Nolan CPA
Services, Pattison, Koskey, Howe + Bucci,
CPA's P.C., Peckham Industries, Washington
County Farm Bureau, Tiashoke Farms and
Wiley Brothers.

Volunteers: Dan Albano, Debbie Ander-
son, John, Gigi and Olivia Begin, Danielle
Bovie, Jay and Judy Bridge, Nancy Brown,
Abby Campbell, Linda Caughy, Bob Cheney,
Matt and Emma Chinian, Noah Clifford,
Anna Courtney, lan Creitz, Clem Crowe, John
and Minette Cummings, Meegan and Aidan
Finnegan, Joanne Fuller, Ruck, Luke and
Iver Goldreyer, Sully Gordon, Lane Green,
Marlene Hayes, Meghan Haynes, Maxwell
Hoffer, Dave and Margaret Horn, Stella Hu
Min, Kane Jilek, Thom Jones, Tom Lapham,
Dave Lawlor, Nina Lockwood, Carly Lynn,
Elana Mark, Mary Ellen and Louisa Mat-
thews, Eve McNeil, Zack and Annie Metzger,
Corey Mitchell, Randy Odell, Cliff Oliver, Joe
Palange, Cam Pembroke, Sue Quillio, Lisa
Randles, Julia Rhode, Todd Rollend, Gen-
evieve Rossi, Matt Ryan, Jim Schanz, Larry
and Lucas Sconzo, Shelby Sharp, Andy and
Terry Teitelbaum, Annette van Rooy, Erica
Walsh and Deanna Wardwell.

A huge thank you to the students in VOSCA
for helping with parking throughout the
weekend.

SA is a partner in

the Hudson Valley

Farmlink Network.
"The network, which is coordinated
by the American Farmland Trust
with support from the Doris Duke
Charitable Foundation, includes
organizations like ASA throughout
the Hudson River Valley that help
farmers access land. If you have land
you would like to make available for
farming, ASA can help post your
profile on the website and help with
resources to aid in successful trans-
ters or leasing arrangements.

It's A Match!
We are pleased to welcome Chris
and Samantha Kemnah to Washing-
ton County. They had been leasing
land and farming in Greene County
for many years and were ready to
purchase their own farm. Making
use of the Hudson Valley Farmland
Finder website, the Kemnahs learned
about the Zink Farm in Argyle.

'The Zinks retired from a life-
time of dairy farming and posted
their farm profile on the website

in 2015. The
farm descrip-
tion fit the type
of land and
infrastructure
the Kemnahs

Come Farm With Us Bus Tour

counties
which are for
sale or lease.
The farms
ranged from
a two acre

were looking

for and when they first visited the farm,
Samantha fell in love with the property.
'The Kemnahs have a certified organic
and certified grass fed Jersey dairy

herd and are producing milk for Maple
Hill Creamery. They are settling into
the farm and community with their 4
children, Alexander, Benjamin, Marga-
ret and Catherine. Chris and Samantha
look forward to growing their herd and
production and being able to offer their
children the opportunity to continue on
the farm in the future.

Hop on the bus

Thanks to everyone who made the
October 23rd Come Farm With Us
Bus Tour a great success. Twenty-three
farm-seekers joined ASA staft and oth-
er service providers from our area for a
visit to six farm properties in northern
Rensselaer and southern Washington

garden leas-
ing opportunity to a several hun-
dred acre former dairy farm. Along
the way participants learned about
agricultural resources in our com-
munities. Thanks to Sandy Buxton
of Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion, Patricia Lockwood of Farm
Credit East, Holly Rippon-Butler of
National Young Farmers Coalition,
Tim Biello of American Farmland
Trust and Benneth Phelps of Dirt
Capital Partners for joining us for
the day and sharing their expertise
and resources with the participants.
Renee Bouplon, ASA Associate
Director, relayed information on
easements and their role in farmland
access. Everyone enjoyed a delicious
lunch at the Brown’s Brewing Wal-
loomsac Taproom. The tour was sup-
ported by a grant from the Hudson
Valley Farmlink Network.

PGQ ASA FALL '16



You are a Part of History!

Your Support Makes Farmland Protection Possible. ASA would like to express heartfelt gratitude to
our wonderful community of supporters. The following contributions were made between April 2 and October

15,2016. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information. Please contact us to note any

changes that should be made for the next issue of our newsletter.

Grants

Charles R. Wood Foundation

Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation, Inc.

The Community Foundation of the Greater
Capital Region

Horowitz Family Foundation, Inc.

McCarthy Charities, Inc.

Open Space Institute Land Trust

The Peter and Carmen Lucia Buck
Foundation, Inc.

Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation

The Review Foundation

Government

New York State Council on the Arts*
New York State Conservation
Partnership Program**
Rensselaer County
New York State Department
of Agriculture and Markets
USDA Natural Resource
Conservation Service

Harvest Hero

Anonymous (3)

American Farmland Trust

Terry Griffin and Peter Deming
Don Pompliano and Kathy Taylor
Sally Proudfit

Katherine and Hugh Roome

Champion

Anonymous (2)
The Fort Miller Group, Inc.
The Phantom Laboratory

Cream of the Crop

Anonymous (1)
Anne and Rob Bavier
Joe Cali
Capital Tractor, Inc
Currin Compliance Services, Inc.
Earthshare
Farm Credit East
Golde Engineering, P.C.
Kelly & Sellar Ryan, PLLC, Attorneys at Law
Carole Lewis
Maryann McGeorge and Susan Sanderson
Margaret Meath
Nolan Certified Public Accounting Services
0Odd Duck Farm, Claudine and John
Hedbring
Owl Pen Books
Pleasant Valley Farm, Sandra
and Paul Arnold
Elliott Rebhun and Brad Voigt
Salem Farm Supply, Inc.
Stewart’s Shops
Robert Taylor

Benefactor

Anonymous (2)

Matthew Bender

Betterbee, Inc

Cambridge Valley Machining, Inc.,
Allison and James Moore

Jean and Gene Ceglowski

Margaret Jones and Cailie Currin

Diane Kennedy

Tupper Limbert

Longlesson Farm, Melanie and Bob Mason

Joanna Migdal

Lois and Don Porter
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Mara Ptacek

Teri Ptacek

Lee Shapiro and Patrick Gill
United Way of the Capital District
Diana and John Waite

Steward

Anonyomous (2)

Norm Allen

Archdale Agricultural Products, LLC

Battenkill Veterinary Bovine, PC

Battenkill Veterinary, PC

Beekman 1802 Boys, Brent Ridge and
Josh Kilmer-Purcell

Linda and Douglas Bischoff

Brown’s Brewing Company

Tena Bunnell

Amy Davis and William Ambrose

Cathy Firman

KC Consulting, Erich Kranz and Martha
Culliton

Christina and John Kelly

McGrath and Company, Inc., Al Dekrey

Rebecca and Thomas Meath

Moses Farm

North Bennington Variety, Galen Rhode

Open Space Institute

Pattison, Koskey, Howe and Bucci,
CPAs, P.C.

Richland Farms, Sherry and Tammy
Skellie

Glenwood Rowse and Vicki Webberley

Judith and Michael Russert

Angela and William Sturgis

Toolite Farms, LLC, Dick Tooley and
Jason Tooley

Kenneth Vittor and Judith Aisen

Washington County Farm Bureau

Stephen Webb

Wiley Brothers

Mary Ellen Williams

Nancy Winter

Meg and Rob Woolmington

Marine and Alexander Zagoreos

Katherine and Michael Zdeb

Sustaining

Anonymous (3)

Randall Adams

Judith and Roger Armstrong

Assoc. Grocers of New England, Inc

Deb Balliet

Thomas Blakely

Pauline Boehm and William Koebbeman

Booth’s Blend Compost

John Borzansky

Al Brock

The Bunker Hill Inn, Laura Coldwell

Cambridge Village Market

Rebecca Christner and Carter White

Steve Chuhta and Suzanne Fariello

Beth and Jim Clark

John Cogan, MD

David and Kim Collins

Stephen, Mary Margaret, Sloan and
Seth Conners

Sue and John Corey

Harold Craig

Creek Farm, Selena and Skip Clark

Eleanor Darcy

Arlene and Steve Davie

Mildred Davis

Gloria Dawley

Rebecca Dietzel

Dill Abstract Company

Carole and James Dilley

Sally M Dodge and Dale R Guldbrandsen

John Dojka, Jr. and Janet Britt

Patricia and John Donnelly

Nancy Downing

Bill Eberle

Ronald Edsforth and Jo Devine

Anna and Gerard Falotico

Jon Feidner and Clare Avery

George E. Foster

Fronhofer Tool Company

Connie and John Gilbert

Granville Veterinary Service, P.C.

Dottie Halligan

Hand Melon Farm, John Hand

Joseph Hess and Patricia Foley-Hess

Kathleen and Allan Hoerup

Judy and Edward Hughes

Ann and Brian Jennings

Karen Kellogg and Mark Youndt

Maureen Kennedy

Michael Kovarik

Ruth and Sandy Lamb

Faith Lambparker

Jo Ann Lancaster

Jenny and C.J. Lyttle

Mack Brook Farm, Kevin Jablonski
and Karen Christensen

Main Street Pediatrics, PC

Ronald McLean

Elizabeth Miller and Hal Bain

Mary Ann and Terry Mitchell

Dari and Richard Norman

Cynthia and Jack Parillo

William Penny

Miriam Peters

Penelope Poor

R. P. Hubbell and Company, Inc.

Hira and Solon Rhode

Dolores Romack

William and Kimberly Ruhl

Edith Schiele

Dottie Schneider

Schutze Family Dentistry

Majken and Robert Sellar

Ryann and Doug Sellar

Denise Shirley

Donna and Donald Skellie

Susan and Steven Smith

Christine and Edward Smyth

Cindy Spence

Hank Stebbins and Val Washington

Julia and Robert Stokes

The Noxon Family

Throop Integrity Builders, Carol and
Mitchell Throop

Erin Tobin and Roger Bearden

Fred Tomkins

Patricia Towers

Annette Van Rooy and Jippe Hiemstra

Carolee and Bob Webster

Rey Wells and Sheila Wahl

Mia Westerlund

Whalen Chevrolet

Wilson Homestead Old Books, Sally
and Joe Brillon

Mary Wood

James Woods

Wrenegade Sports, LLC

Sharon and Lewis Zankel

Supporting

Anonymous

David Armbruster

Judy Austin Rancourt

Frank Barrie

Peter Subers and Rob Bauer

John E. and Phoebe E. Bevis

Curtis Breneman and Miriam Pye

Bill Briggs

Gretchen Browne

Mary Jo and David Burton

Janet and Peter Calabrese

Jane Canova

Nancy and Paul Charbonnel

Richard Cochran

Committee to Re-Elect County Executive
- Jimino

Crandall’s Corner Farm, Stephen Holbrook
and Julie Callahan

Lydia Davis and Alan Cote

Janet and Jerry Delazzero

Fred and Monica DeMay

Charles Dewey

Eagle’s Rest Farm, Elizabeth Gambee
Osborne

Lucy and Mike Fraser

Camille and Jerry Freedner

Johanna Garrison

Owen Goldfarb and Priscilla Fairbank

Christina and Richard Hernandez

Hi Brow Farms, Kim and Jay Skellie

Katharine Highstein

Leonard Kerr

Dorothy and Robert Kuba

Holly and Mark Lawton

Long Days Farm, Deborah Jaffe and Edwin
Schiele

Sharon and Michael Lozman

Meghan Luskin

Quimby and Mark Mahoney

Andrea Masters and Bruce Piasecki

Barbara and John McDonald

Sarah McNamara

Adele and John Miller

Julie Moline

Shirley Mulligan

Cathy and Dick Ogden

Edwin L Osterhout

Patricia and John Paduano

Tom Rees and Katie Farrell

Maralee J. Rice

Carol and Burton Richmond

Mary Ellen and William Robinson

Craig and Susan Roods

Anne Savage and Michael Myers

Paula Sawyer

Norma J Skellie

J.B. and Louise Sobing

Janet Stark

Joseph Stello

Alexandra Stevens

Susan and Peter Stover

Terry and Andy Teitelbaum

Bill Tomkins and Kathy Nichols-Tomkins

Ann and David Townsend

Carol Trefethern

TRUIST

Ellen K Viereck

Kathy and Jeff Wilde

Mary Withington

Friends

Anonymous (3)

Lorraine Agan

Ronnie Benware

Jess Clancy

James and Dawn Clark

Linda Coollick

Patricia B. Coon

Paula Franchomme

Marjorie and Peter Geiger
Jennifer Hamilton

Gregory Hansen and Patty Salerno
Happy Hill Farm, Patricia Nestle
Judith and Ivan Kazen

Susan Kenyon

J Kinsley

Joan K. Lowe, E.A.

Mary Laedlein and Dale Hall
Jane Luskin

Richard Mazzaferro

Donna and Harry Orlyk

Carolyn Paine

Marjorie Robertson

Ruth Sauer

Julie and Bob Sipperly

Barbara Sutherland

Lisa Towne

Sandra Watson

Earl and Mary Alice Westerlund
Barbara Zimmer

Monthly Giving

Randall Adams

Linda and Douglas Bischoff
Amy Davis and William Ambrose
Carole and James Dilley

Dorothy Halligan

Erich Kranz and Martha Culliton
Diane Kennedy

Deborah Jaffe and Edwin Schiele
Ronald McLean

Cynthia and Jack Parillo

Anne Savage and Michael Myers
Edith Schiele

Louise and J.B. Sobing

Erin Tobin and Roger Bearden

In Honor Of

Constance Kheel
Ruth Leys and Michael Fried
Teri Ptacek
Deb Balliet
Kathy Roome
Deb Balliet
Elliott Rebhun and Brad Voigt
Ashlin Ryan
Ryann and Doug Sellar
John Shoemaker and Zaidee Bliss
Tena Bunnell
Larry Sconzo
Dorothy Halligan
Stephen Webb

In Memory Of

Betty Balfour
Beth and Jim Clark
Marilyn Barber
Mary Ellen Williams
Lynne Bittner
Teri Ptacek and Andrew Kelly
Mary Ellen Williams
Florence Carney
Quimby and Mark Mahoney
George and Florence Franchomme
Paula Franchomme
Ben and Beverly Jones
Beth and Jim Clark
Donald M. McGrath, Jr.
Al Dekrey
Lester C. Migdal
Joanna Migdal
Earl and Mary Alice Westerlund
Mary Ellen Williams
Donald and Janis Moody
Steve Chuhta and Suzanne Fariello
Patricia and Michael
Ann and Brian Jennings

Dr. Howard Romack
Dolores Romack
Richard Skellie
Sherry Skellie
John Stark
Janet Stark
Roberta Stewart
Mary Ellen Williams
Evelyn Tarricon
Ronnie Benware
Walter and Eleanor Taylor
Robert Taylor
Bill Telford
Carol and Douglas Leith

In Kind Goods and Services

3 Corner Field Farm

Abbott Farm

The Alleged Farm

American Farmland Trust

Argyle Cheese Farmer

Beekman 1802 Boys

John and Gigi Begin

Birch Hollow Farm

Brown’s Brewing Company

Sean Clancy

Consider Bardwell Farm

Cornell Cooperative Extension—Rensselaer
and Washington County

Dancing Ewe Farm

Denison Farm

Dirt Capital Partners

Echo Creek Farm

Ensign Brook Farm

Farm Credit East

Gardenworks Farm

Good Fence Farm, Katie De Groot

Lane Green

Hand Melon Farm

In The Night Kitchen Farm

Kelly + Sellar Ryan, PLLC, Attorneys at Law

Laing Hill Farm

Laughing Earth

Mark Lawton

Lewis Waite Farm

Kyle McPhail

Milestone Golf Club

Moses Farm

National Young Farmers Coalition

Nolan CPA Services

Northern Spy Farm

Peckham Industries

Pleasant Valley Farm

R’Eisen Shine Farm

Christoff Robert

Katherine Roome

Roundhouse Café

Salem Community Courthouse

Steve Sanford

Saratoga Apple

Jim Shanz

Slack Hollow Farm

Slyboro Cider

St. Croix Farm

Stone Meadow Farm

Sunset View Kernal Acres

SUNY ADK

T-D-J Farm

Thomas Organic Dairy

Tiashoke Farms

Tilldale Farm

Twilight Song Farm

Victory View Vineyard

Washington County Fair

Lawrence White

Wild Things Nursery

William H Buckley Farm

Harvest Hero: $5,000 +

Champion: $2,500 - $4,999

Cream of the Crop: $1,000 — $2,499
Benefactor: $500 — 999

Steward: $250 — 499
Sustaining: $100 - 249
Supporting: $50 — 99
Friends: $1 — 49

Volunteers

Landscapes for Landsake (see page 8)
Leslie Bender

Beatrice Berle

Jay and Judy Bridge

Ed Bruske and Lane Green
Holly Butler

Mary Collins

Mary Dee and Clem Crowe
David de Vries

Monica Dore

Lindsey Fisk and Mark Bascom
Luke and Iver Goldreyer

Terry Griffin

Connie Kheel

Carly Lynn

Eva Moore

Glenn Nesbitt

Lila and Bridey Nolan

John Oakley

Joe Palange

Todd Rollend

Steve Sanford

Maddie Skellie

Bill Thomas and Todd Collins
Upstate GIS, Rick Lederer-Barnes
Jared Woodcock

*This project is made possible with funds
from the Decentralized Program, a
regrant program of the New York State
Council on the Arts with the support of
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New
York State Legislature and administered
by Lower Adirondack Regional Arts
Council

**Funding provided by New York’s Envi-
ronmental Protection Fund and admin-
istered by the Land Trust Alliance, in
coordination with the state Department
of Environmental Conservation.

A Special
Thank You

A special thank you to
Al Garner and Annie
Paulsen for hosting a
Memphis themed pig
roast at Laing Hill Farm

in North Hebron. Over
100 people attended the
party and were treated
to the beautiful views
from Al and Annie’s beef
farm, of which 94 acres
are protected by an ASA
easement. In addition

to the grass-fed beef op-
eration, Laing Hill Farm
breeds Morgan horses,
produces hay and grows
fruits and vegetables.
Thank you Al and Annie.
It was a perfect evening!

'Thank you,

Interns!

This summer, ASA was fortunate
to have the help of Monica Dore
and Marbury Jacobs.

ASA hired Monica Dore as our
undergraduate summer intern.
Monica is from Greenwich and a
senior at SUNY Oneonta where

she is a biology major. Monica
has worked at Mapleland Farms,
Aghamora Dairy, the Greenwich
Town Beach and Fiddlehead
Creek Native Plant Nursery. Mon-
ica is an editor of the Oneonta
student newspaper and hopes to
continue her studies with a focus
on conservation. She assisted
with the Farm Photography
series, Farm Photography camp,
social media and gave outreach
and event assistance.

We were also able to hire
graduate student Marbury Jacobs
to assist with research related to
the Washington County agricul-
tural and farmland protection
plan. Marbury attends the Tufts
University Friedman School of
Nutrition Science and Policy.
She is obtaining her Masters in
Agriculture Food and Environ-
ment. Marbury has worked on
several farms in various capaci-
ties including planting, harvest-
ing, marketing, communications
and retail.

ASA’s Internship Fund was
established at the Community
Foundation for the Greater Capi-
tal Region. Contributions can be
made to this fund to help sup-
port our internship program.

Thank you for all of your hard
work, Monica & Marbury.
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Agricultural Stewardship Association

2531 State Route 40
Greenwich, NY 12834

518-692-7285
asa@agstewardship.org
www.agstewardship.org

Visijc us
online

agstewardship.org

Follow

US.no0

We Conserve Good Farmland.
For Good. Forever.

*ﬁ‘ l-b-‘;:r

‘‘‘‘‘‘

—|

Win a Hawaiian Island
Dream Vacation

Tickets $100 each for your chance to win

Drawing; December 29th, 3:00 pm

7 days/6 nights at the Sheraton Kona Resort & Spa with

round-trip coach airfare for 2 to the “Big Island” .
Trip also includes a farm to table dinner, rental car and N B

a tour of conserved farms by Hawaii Island Land Trust. : T]‘S the
Purchase tickets by sending a check to ASA ' : Season for

J

l

|

or stop by the office!

Makes a Great Chfaliday Gift! e

Giving

If the stories you've read about
people in our community who've
protected their land inspire you,
please show your support by

e : making local farmland conservation
- of A e N ‘a priority with a gift this season.



